April 22, 1971 


Mr. L« G. Kersta 
P.O. Box 835 

Somerville, New Jersey O 8876 
Dear Mr. Kersta j 

Last month I wrote Bell Laboratories oonoerning my research 
into the assassination of President Kennedy, specifically 
about a proported tape of the assassination analyzed by Bell 
for the Warren Commission. Mr. Bruce Strasser was kind aflough 
to answer me, based on an inquirey he made of you. He also 
provided me with your address. 

Mr. Strasser informed me that your conclusion from analyzing 
the tape was that it revealed the noises of "three rifle shots 
and their echoes." Neglecting the question of the authenticity 
of the tape (which X cannot prove), this response prompts a few 
additional questions. 

Could you explain to me what enabled you to distinguish what 
was a shot and what was the echo? Also, what was there about 
these noises which led you to the conclusion that they were 
rifle shots and not pistol shots or other explosions? I would 
also be interested in knowing if there were any indications 
of whether all throe "shots" originated from the same source, 
both in terms of the weapon and its location. 

I have no way of knowing how long the tape ran before the 
"shots" began. Thus, it is not possible for me to know whether 
other shots occurred before the recorder was turned on. Could 
you tell me how long a period elapses before the shots start? 

I am of the impression that shots fired within a short 
enought time of each other would not be distinguishable as two 
individual shots on a tape recording. Could this have affected 
your analysis? 

As you may know, the FBI conducted its own investigation of 
this tape recording. I would be Interested in knowing if you 
were ever contacted by the FBI or any other federal agency about 
the tape .and, if so, when. 

If you have any of the diagrams or illustrations which ac- 
companied your letter of July 17, 196 ^ to the Warren Commission, 

I would greatly appreciate copies (for which I would reimburse you) 
since the National Archives claims none are in their files. 

I would greatly appreciate it if you could help me in my 
efforts to determine this Information. 

Many thanks, 

Howard Roffman 

8829 Blue Grass Rd. 

Phila. , Pa. 19152 


